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Hedgehogs are  o f ten  
referred to as ‘the gardeners 
friend’ as they help to get rid 
of garden pests such as 
s l u g s  b e e t l e s  a n d  
caterpillars.  

You can help look after hedgehogs by not using toxic substances 
like slug pellets or pesticides and providing places for them to nest 
and hibernate over winter.  

Hedgehogs need a warm, dry place to over-winter, feed and breed 
in.  You can make this environment simply by creating a pile of 
wood or garden refuse in a sheltered area, or building a purpose 
made box in which they can hibernate.

The ‘British Hedgehog Preservation Society’ can provide detailed 
advice of how to create a purpose built hedgehog box.  (see the 
reference list at the end of this leaflet)

hedgehogs



amphibians
Our native amphibians (including species 
of newts, frogs and toads) are important 
predators, eating a wide variety of pest 
insects and are also important prey for 
other species.  Habitat loss has had an 
extremely detrimental affect on amphibian 
populations.  

Hibernacula are underground chambers that amphibians and reptiles 
use through winter to protect them from the cold.  You can help to 
create hibernacula from piles of rubble, rock, logs and earth banks 
(with plenty of mammal burrows and ground fissures) which all make 
good hibernation and refuge sites. 

Amphibians require humidity and an artificial hibernacula should 
ideally be located near to water, but in sheltered habitat (e.g. in long 
grass or woodland edge vegetation).

 

� 
To build the hibernacula, create a mound containing a mixture of 
topsoil, rubble, and rough cut logs.  Dimensions of the hibernacula 
should generally be above 2m length x 1m width x 1m height.

Lay bricks, stones, paving 
slabs or large pieces of 
concrete over the mound 
which will create gaps and 
allow amphibians to access 
the centre of the mound.  A thin 
layer of soil and brash, can be 
layed over the top of this, as 
long as it does not block the 
hibernacula access points.  

how to  build a hibernacula

�¶ key tips:

how to  maintain your  hibernacula

�¶  Hibernaculas must be free-draining. 

�¶ Hibernaculas should be located in sheltered areas which are 
neither too dry nor prone to winter flooding or freezing (eg in frost 
hollows).

�¶  Encourage growth of vegetation on the north side of the mound to 
provide extra shelter.

To maintain the hibernacula, prevent vegetation from encroaching onto 
the south facing side of the mound. Periodic thinning of vegetation on the 
hibernacula will help prevent a thick root matt developing, which makes it 
hard for reptiles and insects to burrow into the surface.  Sparse 
vegetation cover on the south facing side of the hibernacula will also give 
the animals a suitable location to bask. 
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http://www.buglife.org.uk/
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk
http://www.buglife.org.uk/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/downloads/47/habitat_advice.html
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/howtoguides/hedgerow.pdf
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/howtoguides/createpond.pdf
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/howtoguides/pondmanagement.pdf
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/howtoguides/hibernationandnesting.pdf
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/howtoguides/plantandcarefortrees.pdf

